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Primarily car-driven urban structures are neither liveable nor sustainable 

Close relation between urban and regional built structures and transport structures! 

 

Å ¢ƘŜ αDƻƭŘŜƴ !ƎŜά of balanced urban structures and rail-bound transport systems  

Å ¢ƘŜ αaƻŘŜǊƴ ²ƻǊƭŘά ς individualisation and motorisation 

Å αaƻŘŜǊƴ ±ƛŜǿǎά ƻƴ transport and the city in the late 1920s 

Å Post war planning: transformation to ŀ α/ŀǊ Friendly /ƛǘȅά 

Å Vicious Circles: interdepencies and uncontrolled dynamics 

Å Recent shift of paradigm at the turn of the millenium: towards a more 
sustainable model 

 



¢ƘŜ αDƻƭŘŜƴ !ƎŜά of Balanced Urban Structures and Rail-bound 
Transport Systems  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Urban and transport development went hand in hand, public transport network as a 
recognised precondition for industrialisation and urban growth 
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Urban Development follows transport development  

ω Residential and industrial areas developed along rail 

axes resulting in star-shaped structure 

ω Until 1920s rapid growth of the city in conjunction with  

the rail-bound transport systems 

ω Reichskanzlerplatz (today Theodor-Heuss-Platz) 1 year 

after underground station was opened 



¢ƘŜ αaƻŘŜǊƴ ²ƻǊƭŘά ς Individualisation and Motorisation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Past 1918:  Public transport became electrified, private transport became motorised  
                    Transportation became faster, cheaper, widely available 
                    Disaggregation of urban functions,  increase of land used for traffic space 
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For Example:  Berlin - Potsdamer Platz 

1914: Pedestrians and (mainly) horse-drawn carriages  1932: Electrified trams, cars  the first traffic light  



αaƻŘŜǊƴ ±ƛŜǿǎά ƻƴ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ and the City in the Late 1920s 
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Late 1920: Planners started to prepare the ground for the rise of the automobile 

Ring and radial road 
concept of 1929 



Post-War Reality: Transformation to ŀ α/ŀǊ-Friendlyά /ƛǘȅ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past 1945: Car-friendly city structures were formed on both sides of the Berlin Wall 

Urban space was transformed into traffic space, 

Underground started to replace the tram 
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Re-building of cities after World War II followed new guiding vision 

Grunerstraße / Molkenmarkt Strausberger Platz 



αaƻŘŜǊƴ ±ƛŜǿǎά of Transport in the City around 1960 
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